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PUBLIC WORKS SUBCOMMITTEE 
of the 

WATERTOWN TOWN COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, September 12, 2022 

A Regular Meeting of the Public Works Subcommittee of the Watertown Town Council was 
conducted on Monday, September 12, 2022, at the Watertown Town Hall in the Town Council 
Chambers, 61 Echo Lake Road, Watertown, CT. The public was invited to attend for a Public 
Informational Meeting regarding the reconstruction of Hungerford Ave. 
  

1. Call Meeting to Order   
Meeting called to Order at 6:01 P.M. by Subcommittee Chairman Ken Demirs.   

2. Roll Call   
Present: Ken Demirs, Robert Desena, Robert Retallick, Racheal Ryan 
Also Present: Mark Raimo, Town Manager; Paul Bunevich, PE, Town Engineer; Joseph 
Millette, Assistant Town Engineer; Robert Grandpre, Highway Superintendent; 
Danielle Greenier, Administrative Assistant 
Absent: Gary Lafferty 
 

3. Minutes   
Robert Retallick made a motion to accept the minutes of the August 8, 2022 Regular 
Meeting. Racheal Ryan seconded the motion.  By voice vote, the motion passed 
unanimously.  
  

4. Public Participation  
Prior to asking the public to speak, Mr. Raimo opened with updates regarding the 
reconstruction of Hungerford Ave. Mr. Raimo explained that the Town has been trying 
to complete the project this year, but running into obstacles such as coordination with 
water and sewer, and shortage of supplies. The Highway Department has found ledge 
upon beginning their work which interferes with installing drainage. The drainage is 
important to ensure a 20-30 year life span of the roadway. Additionally, there are gas 
lines that were not identified on the plans. Mr. Raimo stated that although the project 
will not be completed this year, a skim coat of asphalt will be applied to make it 
passable through the winter. 
 
Antonio Portelinha of 170 West Rd. spoke regarding poor drainage causing rainwater 
runoff in his driveway. Needs to shovel silt that gets washed onto property. The only 
drainage is the culvert on the left side and is sensitive if not cleaned out. If it gets 
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backed up, has flooding issues, especially with excess rain since property is below 
grade, water has nowhere else to go. Problem has been going on for years. Mr. 
Portelinha stated that he has pictures and videos of the issue. 
 
 Response: Mr. Raimo responded to Mr. Portelinha. Stated that may be able to address 
his issue individually with the Guernseytown Rd project that will be taking place, 
though it would need to be discussed with the engineers. Mr. Raimo asked Mr. 
Portelinha to supply name and contact phone number. Mr. Portelinha has voiced 
concern at the meeting for the Guernseytown Rd project and for the past 10 years. 
Stated a curb was supposed to be put in to stop water from washing out lawns, but 
was not. 
 
Helen Bob of 95 Hungerford Ave stated disappointment with project not being 
completed this year. Asked about something being done in the meantime. Ms. Bob 
spoke regarding the pot holes on the street, that the entire road is in very poor 
condition, causing cars to drive on the opposing side of traffic, causing dangerous 
situations. 
 
Response: Mr. Raimo stated that the Town will clean out the potholes and apply a skim 
coat of asphalt to make road passable, get through rest of the year. Mr. Raimo spoke 
with the Highway Department and Town Engineers and they agreed this will work as a 
solution through end of year. In meantime Town will be working at cutting in drainage 
and working as weather permits. 
 
Kimberly Knopf of 48 Hungerford Ave inquired about the timeframe of the skim coat. 
There are young drivers on the road that need guidance. Asked about what can be 
done in the meantime to mitigate the issues. Mr. Raimo stated that residents can ask 
their questions now and that a note will be made to answer them in the presentation 
later in the agenda. Ms. Knopf asked about the road not being closed off while work is 
being done, through traffic is still traveling the road and needing to turn around in a 
driveway when they reach the end. Stated that there is a utility on the road every day. 
 
Peter Partenio resident of 92 Buckingham St for the past 12 years, inquired about if 
drainage issues will be addressed, will water and sewer lines to homes be modified? 
Mr. Partenio asked about the marks on the road, if they pertain to household water 
and sewer.  

                                 
5. Correspondence   

Mr. Raimo stated that there is a correspondence that was not included in the agenda. 
Bob Grandpre spoke regarding a correspondence received regarding the Gorum St 
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drainage project that had been scheduled. Resident asked how soon it would be done. 
Call-before-you-dig mark outs for utilities had been done and tree was marked for 
removal, but project did not yet take place. Mr. Grandpre stated that it is on the 
schedule but that there are other priorities at this time and it will not be completed 
yet. The tree needed to be marked out to be sure that there wasn’t opposition as to 
the tree being cut down. The call-before-you-dig needed to be done so the engineers 
could see where the utilities were buried in the ground to create drainage plan that 
was given to Highway for scheduling.  

 
6. Old Business 
  

A. Upcoming Paving Projects: 
  

i. Discussion about Hungerford Avenue Reconstruction 
Joseph Millette began the discussion with a presentation of the project. A physical plan 
was presented for residents to review. Mr. Millette stated that there is 1900 plus linear 
feet of pipe going in and 33 catch basins. Seven of the catch basins will be off-set to go 
to the right of the water main in the road. There are doubles at the end of Hungerford 
Ave, at Falls Ave to ensure water isn’t going across the road, into the houses across 
from Hungerford Ave. There is a lot of ledge, which will slow down the progress of 
Highway. Town was notified that there is a hidden gas main that Yankee Gas has been 
looking for, unknown where it is. Inverts for catch basins will be cast, nothing available 
at United Concrete or any other business. Cannot get standard basin. Will do test bits 
at each location on Hungerford to find out where water pipe is to find exact depth. Old 
plans show four and a half feet down. Will not have problem, can go over or under with 
new cross lateral pipes. Roads will all be reclaimed. Have to install 18 inch pipe going 
across Frederick St, down Hungerford Ave. Sleeve to be installed under pipe for Water 
Department to put in new two inch line from existing main down Frederick St to be 
supplied to five homes. In addition, road will be widened to 24 feet all the way through. 
No plan at this time to replace any residential water or sewer main unless accidental 
break during construction, would be taken care of that day. 
 
A resident asked if water main will hook up to water shut off at driveway. Mr. Millette 
explained it is already hooked up to it. Storm sewer will not be hooked into it. There is 
an existing ten inch water line, and an additional 12 inch line that was installed in 96/97 
that hooks up to six inch from Frederick ST to Falls Ave. Resident asked about plans for 
sidewalks. Mr. Millette explained that adding sidewalk would push cost too high. 
Resident asked about water shut off. Stated that driveway will be repaved this season. 
Mr. Millette suggested waiting for the driveway to be repaved until next year. Resident 
is under contract. Mr. Millette stated that the driveway will get cut into, matched with 
a flush edge and resealed. Resident asked about a new cap for water being installed. 
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Mr. Millette stated that it will not affect Town’s work. Resident concerned about water 
shut off not working. Mr. Millette advised resident to hire contractor to perform work. 
 
A resident from the bottom of Hungerford Ave stated previous issue with excessive 
water pressure. Asked if construction may cause problems. Mr. Millette stated that 
constructions should not affect water service or water pressure, unless something 
breaks, then loss of pressure. Asked about why pressure was so high at bottom of hill. 
Mr. Millette explained the water coming down at 22% is pushing. 
 
A resident asked if road would remain the same condition as now through winter. Mr. 
Millette stated trenching will begin and pipe and catch basins installed. Before winter, 
pot holes will be patched and a skim coat will be applied to make road smooth. Want 
to ensure plows will not dig it up and wants to be sure that the warming and cooling 
do not make pot holes return. Nowhere for ground water to go at this time, causing 
issues with road condition. Previous issues with funding, but now having funding. 
 
Mr. Millette addressed a previous question regarding road closure. Police Department 
does not allow anyone to close off a road completely unless absolutely necessary. 
Residents suggested signs advising drivers that the end is blocked off. Mr. Millette 
stated the Police Commission makes decision. Mr. Raimo will reach out to Chief of 
Police regarding better signage. 
 
A resident asked if crown of road will change. Mr. Millette stated it will become 
standard crown. If looking at curbing, about six inches going in each direction. 
 
A resident at 43 Hungerford Ave stated only one with sidewalk and 50 foot opening for 
driveway. Mr. Millette stated road will go directly across, not putting sidewalk back. 
Previously trying to add sidewalk for length of road, cost too high. Resident will have 
curb instead at grass line. Resident asked if driveway will be closed off. Mr. Millette 
stated will need to inspect current parking and ensure curbing will keep water off 
property. 
 
A resident asked about delay in project being completed, told ten years ago was 
addressed. Mr. Raimo stated that Town was broken down into five sections, budget 
was cut to keep MIL rate down. Highway taking on more road work projects, Mr. Raimo 
will speak with Subcommittee if that is best use of resources. Money got cut back and 
prices went up, shortage of supplies, and COVID. Wanted done this year for relief for 
residents. Will talk about pavement management plan, how things will be done 
differently. 
A resident asked if known how much ledge. Mr. Millette stated using old plans, 
unknown how much. Resident asked if Town is doing all work. Mr. Millette stated the 
Town is doing catch basin work, Cocchiola doing paving next year. 
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A resident of 63 Hungerford Ave stated no drain at edge of yard. Closed pool due to 
water damage. Mr. Millette stated there is a drain on Woodlawn and two further down 
to help with runoff. New road with new crown will help. 
 
A resident at 36 Hungerford Ave stated does not have driveway, parks on yard. Does 
not want curbing there. Mr. Millette stated a driveway lip can be put in to drive on. 
 
A resident at 37 Hungerford Ave stated that although yard is marked in winter, plow 
does not plow up to the yard. Mr. Millette stated that widening the entire road to 24 
feet would mitigate the issue. 
 
A resident from Meadowcrest Ln addressed concerns about drainage. Mr. Millette 
informed the resident that Meadowcrest Ln not on agenda for meeting but there is a 
plan in place.  
 
Mr. Raimo spoke to the Subcommittee about allowing Highway to continue with 
construction work. Past Public Works Director did this for funding reasons. Difficult for 
Highway Department to keep up with maintenance while completing construction 
work. Should have discussion on what Highway Department should be doing. 

 
ii. Turner Ave area  

(Addressed prior to Hungerford Ave) Mr. Millette stated that Cocchiola Paving will be 
beginning their work of cutting pavement and removing curbing on the morning of 
September 13, 2022 in the area of Lilac Ave, Ann Ave and Happy Ave. The roads in the 
area will be reclaimed, shaped, rolled, and re-asphalted. Depending on weather, the 
area should be completed in 2-4 weeks. 

 
B. Echo Lake Rd. Drainage 

Paul Bunevich, PE stated that Stonybrook Construction has commenced the Echo Lake 
Road drainage project, reconstruction of drain pipe, and catch basins last week things 
going well. Mr. Millette added that should take at least another week to complete. 

C. Turkey Brook 

Mr. Grandpre stated vegetation has been removed and has been dredged from Falls 
Ave near Sylvan Lake Rd past Senior Center. The next phase across street from Senior 
Center to Sunnyside Ave, awaiting permission from a resident to enter property. 

Mr. Retallick asked if the drainage from Hungerford Ave will go into Turkey Brook. Mr. 
Millette stated half, half to Buckingham St, down to Main St. Mr. Retallick asked if there 
is plan for when water enters Turkey Brook, if will end up on Skipper Ave. Mr. Millette 
stated water already ends up on Skipper Ave now. Goes into drainage on Falls Ave, and 
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under bridge on Skipper Ave. Mr. Millette stated pipe has been enlarged to handle 
water. 

D. Public Works Director – Search 

Mr. Raimo stated that there were 12 applicants for the position, 5 applicants selected 
to move forward. On September 22, 2022, five applicants will meet with the search 
committee made up of five people (two council members which are also Public Works 
Subcommittee members, Superintendent of Water and Sewer, Lisa Cattaneo, and a 
Public Works Director from Middlebury. After ranking, Mr. Raimo will select from 
there. Hope to have someone in position by end of October. 

E. Crestbrook Park Walkway 

Mr. Millette stated Cocchiola was supposed to go back there. Unknown if have. Should 
be finished by end of October. Mr. Raimo will get update on this and skim coating 
timeline and will advise Public Works Subcommittee. If any of public would like update, 
leave number with Mr. Raimo. 

F. Pavement Management Analysis – BETA 

Mr. Raimo stated that BETA has started evaluating roads. Held meeting with BETA 
three to four weeks ago. The full analysis should be completed by October 17, 2022 to 
get to Town Council. Will be presentation to get information out in time for 
referendum voting on bonding that will take place in November. Five million dollars 
going to roadway system. 

 
7.     New Business 

None 
 

8. Transfers and Appropriations 
None 

 
9. Adjournment 

Robert Retallick made a motion to adjourn. Rachael Ryan seconded the motion.  By 
voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:42 P.M.   

   
Respectfully Submitted,                           
                    _____________________________________   
                                         Ken Demirs, Chairperson   
 
                              ____________________________________   
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                               Mark A. Raimo, Town Manager  
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